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PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON

DEFENSE

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, the Pre-
amble to the Constitution of the
United States says America was estab-
lished to provide for the common de-
fense. That is the primary obligation of
the President as Commander in Chief.
But America is vulnerable today to a
missile attack from abroad, and unbe-
lievably this is the deliberate policy of
the United States: to remain vulner-
able to a missile attack.

How can this be? We justify this pol-
icy of mutual destruction based upon a
treaty with a country that no longer
exists. This policy is dangerous, obso-
lete and wrong. It is also deceptive be-
cause most Americans believe we are
safe from a ballistic missile attack, al-
though we are not.

It is time to honor our obligation to
the Constitution and to the American
people by building a missile defense
system. We have the know-how, and we
have the resources. It is time to act to
protect America from a ballistic mis-
sile attack.

f

HARTMAN WIFE HAD DRUGS IN
SYSTEM

(Mr. HASTERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, not to
detract from next week’s Drug-Free
Athletes and Role Models Week, but
today I must speak directly to the role
models of our Nation’s youth, and that
most certainly includes the Hollywood
elite.

The toxicology report is back on the
death of actor Phil Hartman, and my
colleagues guessed it. Hartman’s as-
sailant, his wife, was high on cocaine,
other drugs and alcohol when she
pulled the trigger ending his life.

b 1415

How many more personal and public
tragedies must this country endure at
the hands of illegal drugs? Phil Hart-
man’s passing, along with the deaths of
Chris Farley and John Belushi, are not
part of some so-called ‘‘Saturday Night
Live’’ curse. These talented people are
fatal victims of drug abuse.

As chairman of the Speaker’s Task
Force for a Drug-Free America, I urge
the Hollywood elite to join this Con-
gress in its commitment to win the war
on drugs by the year 2002. As we all
know, actions speak louder than any
laws or any words.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5, rule I, the Chair announces

that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas or nays are ordered or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rollcall votes, if postponed, will
be taken after debate is concluded on
all motions to suspend the rules, but
not before 6 p.m. today.
f

REGARDING IMPORTANCE OF FA-
THERS IN RAISING AND DEVEL-
OPMENT OF THEIR CHILDREN

Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 417) regarding the
importance of fathers in the rearing
and development of their children, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 417

Whereas studies reveal that even in high-
crime, inner-city neighborhoods, well over 90
percent of children from safe, stable, two-
parent homes do not become delinquents;

Whereas researchers have linked father
presence with improved fetal and infant de-
velopment, and father-child interaction has
been shown to promote a child’s physical
well-being, perceptual abilities, and com-
petency for relatedness with other persons,
even at a young age;

Whereas premature infants whose fathers
spend ample time playing with them have
better cognitive outcomes, and children who
have higher than average self-esteem and
lower than average depression report having
a close relationship with their father;

Whereas both boys and girls demonstrate a
greater ability to take initiative and evi-
dence self-control when they are reared with
fathers who are actively involved in their up-
bringing;

Whereas, although mothers often work tre-
mendously hard to rear their children in a
nurturing environment, a mother can benefit
from the positive support of the father of her
children;

Whereas, according to a 1996 Gallup Poll,
79.1 percent of Americans believe the most
significant family or social problem facing
America is the physical absence of the father
from the home and the resulting lack of in-
volvement of fathers in the rearing and de-
velopment of their children;

Whereas, according to the Bureau of the
Census, in 1994, 19,500,000 children in the
United States (nearly one-fourth of all chil-
dren in the United States) lived in families
in which the father was absent;

Whereas, according to a 1996 Gallup Poll,
90.9 percent of Americans believe ‘‘it is im-
portant for children to live in a home with
both their mother and their father’’;

Whereas it is estimated that half of all
United States children born today will spend
at least half their childhood in a family in
which a father figure is absent;

Whereas estimates of the likelihood that
marriages will end in divorce range from 40
percent to 50 percent, and approximately
three out of every five divorcing couples
have at least one child;

Whereas almost half of all 11- through 16-
year-old children who live in mother-headed
homes have not seen their father in the last
twelve months;

Whereas the likelihood that a young male
will engage in criminal activity doubles if he
is reared without a father and triples if he
lives in a neighborhood with a high con-
centration of single-parent families;

Whereas children of single-parents are less
likely to complete high school and more
likely to have low earnings and low employ-
ment stability as adults than children reared
in two-parent families;

Whereas a 1990 Los Angeles Times poll
found that 57 percent of all fathers and 55
percent of all mothers feel guilty about not
spending enough time with their children;

Whereas almost 20 percent of 6th through
12th graders report that they have not had a
good conversation lasting for at least 10 min-
utes with at least one of their parents in
more than a month;

Whereas, according to a Gallup poll, over
50 percent of all adults agreed that fathers
today spend less time with their children
than their fathers spent with them;

Whereas President Clinton has stated that
‘‘the single biggest social problem in our so-
ciety may be the growing absence of fathers
from their children’s homes because it con-
tributes to so many other social problems’’
and that ‘‘the real source of the [welfare]
problem is the inordinate number of out of
wedlock births in this country’’;

Whereas the Congressional Task Force on
Fatherhood Promotion and the Senate Task
Force on Fatherhood Promotion were both
formed in 1997, and the Governors Father-
hood Task Force was formed in February
1998;

Whereas the Congressional Task Force on
Fatherhood Promotion is exploring the so-
cial changes that are required to ensure that
every child is reared with a father who is
committed to be actively involved in the
rearing and development of his children;

Whereas the 36 members of the Congres-
sional Task Force on Fatherhood Promotion
are promoting fatherhood in their congres-
sional districts;

Whereas the National Fatherhood Initia-
tive is holding a National Summit on Fa-
therhood in Washington, D.C., with the pur-
pose of mobilizing a response to father ab-
sence in several of the most powerful sectors
of society, including public policy, public
and private social services, education, reli-
gion, entertainment, the media, and the
civic community;

Whereas both Republican and Democrat
leaders of the House of Representatives and
the Senate will be participating in this
event; and

Whereas the promotion of fatherhood is a
bipartisan issue: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that the creation of a better
America depends in large part on the active
involvement of fathers in the rearing and de-
velopment of their children;

(2) urges each father in America to accept
his full share of responsibility for the lives of
his children, to be actively involved in
rearing his children, and to encourage the
academic, moral, and spiritual development
of his children and urges the States to ag-
gressively prosecute those fathers who fail to
fulfill their legal responsibility to pay child
support;

(3) encourages each father to devote time,
energy, and resources to his children, rec-
ognizing that children need not only mate-
rial support, but more importantly a secure,
affectionate, family environment; and

(4) expresses its support for a national
summit on fatherhood.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. MCINTOSH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MARTINEZ)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. MCINTOSH).
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